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Feeding Awareness Initiative For

STRAY CATS

This educational leaflet aims to guide community cat feeders in understanding their responsibilities when caring for a colony

of stray cats according to international best practices. Cats who are being fed should be sterilised, this is to limit the growth in
stray cat populations. By adhering to these guidelines, community feeders can ensure compliance with laws and provide the best
possible care for community cats.

Feeding Essentials

Feeding Rules & Guidelines -
W Only feed food made specifically for cats.
W Three reusable, durable bowls shall be placed at a feeding area.
Two for dry cat food and one for water.
W Disposable bowls shall be used for wet food and disposed of
immediately after the cats have eaten.
W Wet food shall only be given at times when there are cats to eat Residents in the area shall not leave food prepared for
human consumption for COmmUnlty cats to:
It. * Improve the hygiene and cleanliness of the area.
® Reduce the risks of cats choking on small, cooked
W Do not add homecooked food. [— g
. ® Ensure the wellbeing of the cats as some foods/
W Do not overfill bowls. seasoning is toxic to cats.
i . Placing human food waste is considered a violation by law
W Do not leave any rubbish around the feeding area. and a fine may be issued to those who do so.

Maintenance Rules & Guidelines @7
W Clean the bowls before refilling.

W  Remove any debris from around the feeding area.

Know More About Stray Animal Management

Trap Neuter Vaccinate Return (TNVR) @

TNVR stands for Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate and Return. Itis
internationally recognised as the most humane and effective
method of cat population management for stray cats. The
process involves:

W Traps are used to safely catch stray cats.

W The stray cats are sterilized, vaccinated, microchipped,
dewormed, and treated by a qualified veterinarian.

W Stray cats will be ear clipped, where a part of their left
ear is cut to identify that they've been sterilized. The

ear clip is small and does not hurt the cat. w

W After being cared for, the stray cats are returned to
their trapping site.
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The benefits of TNVR

Why cats are returned?

PREVIOUS

Stabilising of the stray cat population by stopping the birth of new kittens, which allows the population to naturally
and humanely decline over time.

Improves the wellbeing of female cats by reducing incidents of pregnancy and of kittens by ensuring they are not
born in an unsuitable enviroment.

Reduces mating behaviours in both male and female cats, such as yowling, fighting, roaming and spraying.
Supports the health of the cats by offering vaccinations to support disease prevention.

Enhances public health strategies by minimising the spread of disease.

Not all cats acclimatise when rehomed, some cats find the adjustment to being an indoor cat very
stressful.

Cats are a part of the landscape within the United Arab Emirates.
Removing cats is against the population management strategy of the United Arab Emirates.

Removing cats from an area creates the Vacuum Effect.

What is the Vacuum Effect?

The vacuum effect occurs when cats are moved from their area “home”. Initially there will be a decrease in the cat population,
however it will soon again be filled to capacity as new cats are attracted to the area.

Thriving
Colony

\

Humans remove the cats
The cats are left in an
unfamiliar environment where
they may struggle to survive or
encounter accidents trying to
return to their area “home”.

Repopulating
Colony

Other cats fill
the open territory
with no one occupying the
space, nearby cats move into
the area. The cats continue to
breed to their former capacity.

Remaining

Colony
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